
Slaughter Invites WNYers to Properly Dispose of Prescription Drugs at National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day on Saturday
October 27, 2011

As author of Pharmaceutical Stewardship Act, Slaughter Says Proper Disposal of
Prescription Drugs is Vital

      

WASHINGTON – Congresswoman Louise Slaughter (NY-28) today invited Western New
Yorkers to properly dispose of unused prescription drugs by bringing them to one of 8 locations
across Monroe County or 13 locations across Erie and Niagara Counties as part of National
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day on Saturday.

  

On Saturday, October 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. local time, Western New Yorkers will be able
to drop off their expired, unused, and unwanted pills at sites across the country free of charge,
no questions asked. By doing so, they will be helping prevent drug abuse and theft as well as
reduce the contamination of our local water supply that comes from the improper disposal of
prescription drugs.

  

A list of locations is included below.

  

"The need for a safe drug disposal program has never been greater, which is why I'm so
pleased to encourage everyone to take part in National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day this
Saturday," said Slaughter. "I invite everyone to take a look in their medicine cabinets and bring
any unused or expired drugs to one of the participating locations. Every other alternative to
these drop-off sites turns out to be a bad one: flushing drugs down the toilet contaminates our
water supply and keeping them in your medicine cabinet can endanger children or provide an
unnecessary temptation that can result in accidental overdose, abuse or death. We've even
found that unused pharmaceuticals place a bulls-eye on the homes of the elderly for thieves.
National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day is an excellent opportunity that I hope won't be
missed."

  

Slaughter joins the Office of National Drug Control Policy and the Drug Enforcement Agency
(DEA) in encouraging Americans to use secure medicine take-back programs to return drugs for
environmentally sound disposal.

  

Americans participating in DEA's two previous National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day
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events turned in more than 309 tons of pills at more than 5,300 sites manned by over 3,800
federal, state and local law enforcement partners.

  

  

The Risks of Improper Disposal

  

Contaminating The Local Water Supply Improper disposal of unwanted prescriptions into our
nation's waterways has contaminated the local water supply. In 2002, the United States
Geological Survey found that 80 percent of streams and 93 percent of groundwater was
contaminated with at least one pharmaceutical. In 2008, an investigation found that at least 46
million Americans are exposed to prescription drugs through their drinking water.

  

Temptation for Abuse Prescription drugs that languish in home medicine cabinets are highly
susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse, creating a public health crisis. The rate of
prescription drug abuse in the U.S. today is at an alarmingly high level—two-and-a-half times
more people currently abuse prescription drugs than the number of those using cocaine, heroin,
hallucinogens, and inhalants combined, according to the recently
released 2010 National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH)
. The same study shows that a majority of abused prescription drugs are obtained from family
and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet.

  

  

Slaughter's Leadership

  

In September, Slaughter introduced H.R. 2939, the Pharmaceutical Stewardship Act, legislation
that would provide Americans with a convenient way to safely dispose of their pharmaceuticals
and ensure that they are kept out of drinking water and out of the hands of unsuspecting
children or criminals on an everyday basis. Specifically, it would set up a nonprofit corporation
financed by pharmaceutical producers which would be responsible for establishing
comprehensive drug take-back programs in every state. The bill would also set up a
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commission to develop a strategy to prevent pharmaceutical contaminants from polluting our
waterways and environments from production to disposal.

  

For more on the Pharmaceutical Stewardship Act, click here .

  

  

To view a larger version of the chart below, click here.
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http://www.louise.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=2557:slaughter-introduces-bill-to-streamline-pharmaceutical-disposal&amp;catid=95:2011-press-releases&amp;Itemid=55
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